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St Joseph’s Catholic Middle School

The family of St. Joseph’s loves, learns and grows together as followers of Jesus

Monthly Newsletter - Friday 17" July 2026

Dear Parents and Carers,
As we aPProach the end o]c another academic year, it is hard to believe how qulck[ﬂ the time has f[own- St Joseph’s continues to be a
trul3 special P[ace to learn and work, thanks to the strong sense o]c commuth we share. Together, we strive to ensure that our
pupils are safe, hOPPS and able to ]Clourish.
This splrit OJC togetherness is esPecLa[lg evident dur’mg our charltg events, where your generosLtH through donations of 9l]cts, money
and. oj: course. cakes never qoes unnoticed. It is a[waHs a P[easure to welcome so many o]c you into school to suPPort these occasions.
Thank you ]Cor your continued support and involvement.
This week, we have been saying ]Carewe[[ to our wonderfu[ Year 8 Pupl[s. Theg have trulﬂ embraced school h]Ce, makm9 the most of the
many opportunities available at St Joseph's, ]Crom school trips and sPortmg events to clubs, music and, of course, our recent
productlon o]c Oliver! 1t has been a Prlvilege to watch them grow and develop, and we wish each o]c them every success and happmess
in the ]Cuture.
We have also enJoBed a busg and excltmg ]Cmal week, mcludlngz

e Vear 8 Awards Evenmg

e School trips throughout the week

e Year 8Leavers Mass at St Marg’s todaH
While some may imagine schools begln to slow down at this time o]c year. the realltg ls quite the opposite. The end o]c term is one of
the busiest Periods in the school calendar, and I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to our dedicated staff for their tireless
ef]corts and unwavering commitment throughout the year. Tamalso deeP[H 9rateful to our governors, Pamsh priests and Trust
co[[eagues ]Cor their invaluable support.
This summer, we will also be saying farewell to several valued members o]c sta]cf:

e Mrs Dotchin

e MrRoberts

o Miss ABell
TheH will be 9reat[3 missed. and we wish them all the very best for the future.
We are pleased to welcome Mrs E. Stansfle[d as our new SENDCO. Mrs Stansfield will be workm9 across both St MarH’s and St
Joseph‘s. In addition. Mr \/\/rlght will be takm9 over ]Crom Mr Roberts as our Pastoral Lead.
We have also recent[g received our Keg Stage 7 SATs results, and the outcomes are extreme[g positive. This success ref[ects the
dedication. resilience and hard work of our Year 6 Pup[[s, supported S0 effectivelg bH Mr Hudson throughout the year. We are
mcredlblg proud OJC their achievements and the strong ]Coundatlons theg have built as theH prepare ]Cor the next stage OJC their
education.
Fmallﬁ, to all our Pup’tls, thank you: School ll]Ce isnot a[waﬁs easy. but your resilience, kindness and enthusiasm make St Ioseph‘s the
vibrant and welcom’mg Place it is- Whether you are someone who a[waHs gives your best, someone who 9reets others with a smile. or
someone who quietlﬂ perseveres through cha[[enges, you are a valued and important part of our school ]Camtlﬂ.
I wish you all a rest]cul, enJogable and well~deserved summer break. Thank you once again for your continued support throughout
the year- T look ]Corward to welcommg many o]c you back in September for another successful year at St Joseph‘s.
Warmest regards,
Mr N Wood
Headteacher




Art:

Year 8 Paper Mache Creations

Over the Past few weeks, Year 8 students have been trans]cormmg Plast[c containers into amazing paper mache creations. Usmg

their imagmation and artistic skills, theﬂ have Produced a collection of impressive and co[ourful works of art We are de[tghted to

share some o]c their ]Cantasttc creations with you-

Sports Week:

Our Pupi[s got to experience a range of dlfferent activities ]Crom 9o[f with Anth from Swm9 Stars <=, to cricket with Ella from
Northumberland Cricket 7) to badminton with Karen and Ellen ]Crom Northumberland CountH Badminton + to archer3 with
Tﬂnedale /\rchersrg, our Puptls have certam[y been kept active over the Past couple o]c weeks

Sports DOHZ

The competition was flerce but in the end the scores were as fo“ows:
Oswald - 2394

Cuthbert - 189

Congratulatlons to Oswald House on their victorH. As you can see. Mrs Dotchin and House CaPtam Olivia, were very Proud to accePt

the trophg on beha[f of Oswald House. d':




Celebeation of Sport

Our Y5 Pupils took Part in arange of activities at Gateshead Stadium as Part o:f the Trust’s Celebration o]c Sport

Salto = Uni [f Deadli
The deadline date ]Cor this Hears’ unlform issue is SATURDAY 18TH JUI Y 2026. All orders that are P[aced before the deadline will

have an extended returns and exchange Pollcy until the start of the new school term in September.
Please take a look at our school’s dedicated uniform page on the Salto website (link below)

https'//www.saltouk.com/schoo[—uniforms/st—JiosePhs—r—c—m[dd[e—schoo[—hexham/



https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.saltouk.com%2Fschool-uniforms%2Fst-josephs-r-c-middle-school-hexham%2F&data=05%7C02%7Chforster%40sjms.bwcet.com%7C547807306ebb4e06a8f008dea1dfe2df%7Cdc2301ac9dcf41af92b86eead97a5fa4%7C0%7C0%7C639126180769290174%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jsq7pNs0%2FoXB%2B8XKsBWLeznZ8unJw%2FozeSQwJa0SKME%3D&reserved=0

Food/Textiles
Tt's been a busH ]Cew weeks f’mlsh’mg o]cf Projects and completmg some one—o]c]C lessons for Pupi[s not on trlps orin

dlfferent groups Jcor sports week. Some of our fun creations are below mc[udmg emoJi keyrmgs. wool tassels, bags. Jclsh,
sock monsters, lavender scented owls hangers, bird buddies and fabric prmtmg o]c eco club tshirt deslgns.




Weardale :

Year 5 had a wonderfu[ time at Weardale Adventure Centre. Gorge wa[kmg crate stackmg, Canoem9 and h[gh ropes

cha[[enged our Pupils who demonstrated a 9reat attitude to trg'mg new th[ngs. We are sure that they and the staﬁ: will
catch up on their sleep over the summer ho[idagsl!

Between the 8th and 10t o]c Iu[g. Year 6 pup[[s set O]c]c to Alston to spend three dags at Robinwood Activitg Centre. The
heat was intense, but we were blessed with some beautiful weather and returned with some 9reat memories. Pupi[s soared
down the zipwire, traversed the c[imb[ng wall. took a [eap of j:alth on the trapeze‘ and even fended o]c those naughtg

little squirre[s squlrtmg them as theg nav[gated the mghﬂme b[md]co[ded The pup[[s were a credit to themselves and the

school: their behaviour was excePtional and their determination to push themselves was incredible to see. Well done Year

ol




Oliver!

As the heat sored, Jcears around the health and safetﬂ of cast, crew and audience became too real to ignore. The ]Ctrst Per]cormance was
cancelled with the view that it could be rearranged, but we were hopeful that the Fridaﬂ Per]cormance could still 90 ahead. Then Fr[dcuj hit.
with more intense heat our fears were j:uel[ed once again — another cancelled Per]cormance‘ Frantic minds qutcklg scoured the calendar to

]C‘md alternative dates. ]Cor the show must g0 onl
And what a show it was.

Thankfu“g, cast, sta]cf and Parents rallied around and two alternative dates were set. With ten days between their last rehearsal and
the f[rst Performance - and after many o]c the cast had been on a school residential ]Cor ]Cour dags — the Puptls set to the stage to give
two outstandmg Performances‘ The talent on dtsplaH was stmplg inspiring, and everyone involved in the school fe[t immense Pride and
]Cortune to be associated with such a committed and resilient group o]c young Peop[e. Thank you so much to all the staff that suPPorted
this sPectacle. ]Crom arranging to Plck up Pup[ls from rehearsals, to donatmg props and costume and it reaHH was a team effort Well

done to all those involved!!
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Did you know we are a charltg and we are very 9rate]cul o]c any donations received. St
Ioseph’s Middle School in Hexham has had two bake sales to raise money ]Cor our young
carers service bg donatmg ]Cunds to us and Purchasmg a new chair/table set ]Cor the

young carers area in their school. Thank you so muchl We are very 9rateful. The money

will be used to Provide a young carer activ[tg o]c the Pupll’s choice in the Hexham area.

DFF Great British Summer Savings:

R‘Lsmg prices can make [L]Ce's little treats harder to a]C]Cord, especlally durm9 the school hohdaﬂs when costs build up ]Cor ]Camlhes.
This Government is determined to he[P, and that is whg last month the Chancellor announced the Great British Summer

Savmgs scheme.

From 25 June tol September 2076, the Government is temporar[[g cutting VAT from 207 to 57 on children’s meals in restaurants,
children and ]Camtlﬂ tickets to cinemas, theatres, concerts and exhibitions, and admission to a wide range o]c attractions. Combined
with ]Cree bus travel durm9 August for children aged 5t0l5in Eng[and, ]Cami[[es and young PeoP[e will be able to en joy experiences
that make summer sPec[aL mc[udmg visits to the kinds of cultural and educational attractions that enrich children’s lives outside

the classroom.




UUpcoming Events ot o Glance

Date Actlvitg

Tuesdaﬁ Jst SePtember Teacher Training DQH

\/\/ednesdaﬁ Ind September School reopens at 840am
Praﬂer

Dear Heavenly Father.
As we enter this summer season, we thank You ]Cor the break and the opportunity toenjoy time with ]Camllﬁ and ]Cr[ends.
We ask ]Cor Your 9u[dance in our activities and ]Cor Your protection over us as we travel and spend time outdoors.
MQH this summer be fl“ed with Joy: laughter, and cherished memories.

/\men

God bless,

O A

Mr N Wood
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