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St Joseph’s Catholic Middle School

The family of St. Joseph’s loves, learns and grows together as followers of Jesus

Monthly Newsletter - Friday 12" December 2025
Dear Parents and Carers,

We’ve had a wonderful start to the festive season at St Joseph’s! Last week’s Christmas Fayre was a fantastic
success, and the children thoroughly enjoyed themselves. A huge thank you to everyone who attended and
contributed.

On Wednesday, we celebrated Christmas Jumper Day alongside a delicious Christmas lunch. The variety of
jumpers and outfits brought plenty of smiles, and Carol and her kitchen team truly outdid themselves with a
fabulous meal. We are so fortunate to have such a talented and hardworking team who provide amazing food
every day.

Thursday afternoon’s pantomime was great fun for all, and tonight we look forward to our Christmas Disco—I
hope to see many of our young people there!

Next week, the festive spirit continues with our Christmas Quiz, a showing of The Polar Express, our Winter
Concert on Wednesday, and our Carol Service at 10:00 a.m. next Friday at St Mary’s Church.

As you may already know, On 4 December, the Board of Hadrian Learning Trust agreed to consult on naming St
Joseph’s as a feeder school to Queen Elizabeth High School (QEHS) as part of their revised admissions policy
for September 2027 entry. Through our work with Hadrian Learning Trust, we have secured a full, coherent
educational pathway for our children: beginning in Reception at St Mary’s First School, continuing to Year 8 at
St Joseph’s Middle School, and then progressing to QEHS. Having this clear journey in place gives families
confidence, stability and reassurance at every stage of their child’s education. If you are able, please take a
moment to respond to this public consultation by sending comments to consultation@qehs.net by 30 January
2026.

Thank you for your continued support. May God’s peace, joy, and goodwill be with you and your family this
Christmas.

Mr. N. A. Wood

Headteacher

Please see the following Catholic Life News:

We would like to invite all parents, carers and family members to join our pupils and staff at our Christmas
Carol Service on the last day of term, Friday 19" December. The celebration will take place at St Mary's Church
and will begin at 10:00am.




Class Masses:

Thank you to Father Paul and to all the parents and carers who joined us at our class masses this term. The first
mass in the new year will be 8C’s on Tuesday 27" January. This will be held in our school chapel at 11:15am
and, as always, parents and carers are invited to join us in school.

Food

Christmas cupcake competition. Thank you for all the entries. Some fun, festive, creative and tasty cupcakes
All staff voted but it was a close race and hard to choose a winner . Well done to all competitors. Keep your
eyes open for our next competition in the New Year.




Art

Year5:

In Year 5 the children taught each other how to make festive prints. Mrs Thompson showed two

people what to do, then they showed others what to do and so on. It was a great way of developing
and expanding art vocabulary and oracy skills.

Year 6:

Pupils mixed created these pictures mixing elements of Henri Rousseau’s Jungles with Henri
Mattisse’s collage.

Year7:
Pupils experimented with mixed media collage inspired by Abstract artists Picasso and Braque.




Year 8:
Pupils have just finished their celebrity portraits. Can you guess who they are?

Sports:

Cross Country: It has been another busy month of sport. Our KS3 boys and girls took part in the Area cross
country at Ovingham. Teddy S from Y7 achieved a podium position.




Sports Hall Athletics: 60 of our KS3 pupils took part in the sports hall athletics competition at Queen Elizabth
High School.

Table Tennis: Pupils from Y6, 7 and 8 competed in the county team competition at Corbridge Middle School.
We look forward to taking part in the individual competition in the New Year. If pupils want to improve their
skills in table tennis, they can come to the after school table tennis competition on Mondays.

Lugd! =

Football: Our KS2 boys football team competed in the
KS2 football tournament at Queen Elizabeth High
School. From our four games we lost two, drew one
and finished with a one nil victory over Highfield. Our
goal scorers were Calum, Thomas and Spencer.




Rugby: On Monday 15" December our Y7 and Y8 boys' rugby squads are taking part in a rugby festival at
Kingston Park, the home of Newcastle Red Bull.

Santa Dash: On Friday 12" December, our school took part in the annual Santa Dash.
The winners of the festive headgear who each were awarded 20 house points were:
Y5

Charlie W

Y6

Libby and Archie
Y7

Harry and Oliver
Y8
Flynn
Fleur
Peyton

Sports Leaders: Our Sports Leaders’ are very proud to be wearing their hoodies and we are looking forward to
seeing them progress in their role this year. Here is a small group showing their hoodies off with a full team
photo to follow on Monday.
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St Joseph’s Choir:

The St Joseph’s choir have been super busy over the last few weeks rehearsing for the many festive events
that they are taking part in. Last Friday, they were invited to sing in the Chapel at the Dilston Winter
Wonderland, where the choir sang beautifully, as always. On Monday of this week, they took part in the




final of the Northumberland Secondary Schools Christmas Choir Competition in Morpeth and whilst they
did not win, they did themselves and our school proud with an amazing performance!

They have another busy week next week with a performance on Fore Street on Tuesday afternoon, our
Winter Concert on Wednesday evening and our Carol Service at St Mary’s Church on Friday morning.
Please see ‘Upcoming Events’ below for more information.

Triple Treat and Queen's Hall Arts present
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Queen’s Hall - Little Red Riding Hood

Red Riding Hood has started at Queen’s Hall Arts Centre in Hexham and so far,
audiences have LOVED it! Book your tickets now and enjoy this magical retelling,

while also supporting your local arts centre this e B
Christmas. https://www.queenshall.co.uk/whats-on/red-riding-hood 6 DECEMBER - 3 JANUARY

BOOK ONLINE:
queenshall.co.uk

BOX OFFICE:
01434 652477

Extra-Curricular Clubs:

After school clubs will not take place during the last week of term, they will resume week beginning Monday

12" January 2026.

e PTA Christmas Disco tonight, Friday 12" December, 7.00 - 8.30pm. £3.00 + tuck shop.

e Abigbigthankyou to everyone who donated and came along to our Christmas Fayre a grand total of
£1263.00 was made. This will go a long way to support our students.

e Tickets are still available for the PTA Christmas Movie night Tuesday 16" December 2025 3.30 pm-
5.45pm £3.50 to include a hot chocolate and sweet treat

e The PTA are low on volunteers if you would like to be a part of the PTA, please contact Eleanor Stoves
Tel: 01434 605124. We would love to see you at our events and maybe share new ideas



https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.queenshall.co.uk%2Fwhats-on%2Fred-riding-hood&data=05%7C02%7Cinfo%40sjms.bwcet.com%7C6a782a686b2f4545d23d08de37184264%7Cdc2301ac9dcf41af92b86eead97a5fa4%7C0%7C0%7C639008774558875002%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9e9oyrUgfIQhqECNviDm5r%2BUIGFGxtzh5n%2FTGNEILTw%3D&reserved=0

Upcoming Events at a Glance:

Date

Activity

Friday 12" December 2025

Disco 7.00 - 8.30pm.

Monday 15" December

Choir at ELm Bank Care Home

Tuesday 16" December

Choir singing on Fore Street, 2pm

Polar Express Movie Night 3.30 - 5.45pm -
Tickets £3.50

Wednesday 17" December

Winter Concert 6.30pm - school hall.

Friday 19" December

Whole School Carol Service — 10am St Mary’s
Church

School will close at the earlier time of 1.30pm
for the Christmas holidays

Monday 5" January 2026

School reopens 8.40am

God bless,

Our Prayer

God of hope,

be with us in our Advent journey
to the stable and beyond,
be with us in our meeting

and in our travelling together,

be with us in our worship
and our praying together,

be with us in our Advent journey
to the stable and beyond,

our God of hope.

Amen.

Mr N Wood
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