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St Joseph’s Catholic Middle School

The family of St. Joseph’s loves, learns and grows together as followers of Jesus
Monthly Newsletter - Friday 14" November 2025
Dear Parents and Carers,
I hope this message finds you well and that you enjoyed a restful half-term break.

The first half term has been extremely positive, with the vast majority of pupils demonstrating excellent
behaviour and working hard in lessons. This is exactly the approach we encourage so that everyone can enjoy
their time in school and make outstanding progress both academically and in their personal development. | am
confident this will continue throughout the coming weeks.

We have already enjoyed a number of memorable events this academic year, including our Remembrance
Service on Tuesday, beautifully led by our Spiritual Council. In addition, pupils took part in our annual History
trip to Warkworth Castle and a Science trip to Hexham Abbey. On every occasion, our students have been
exemplary—polite, respectful, and a real credit to the school.

We also launched our House Competitions with the Cross Country event. It is always a pleasure to witness the
enthusiasm, creativity, and sporting talent that pupils display when representing their House. You’ll find some
wonderful photos of these activities later in the newsletter.

Just a reminder that our Breakfast Club runs every morning from 7:45 a.m. If you need to drop your child off
before 8:10 a.m., please book a place at Breakfast Club through Arbor.

Finally, thank you for your continued support last half term. | look forward to seeing you at the many exciting
events we have planned in the run-up to Christmas.

Warm regards,

Mr N Wood

Please see the following Catholic Life News:

Class Masses:

We are pleased to be celebrating our class masses in school again this year. Parents and carers are invited to
join us for their child’s mass. Afterwards, the children will enjoy a lunch of pizza and chips in their classroom
which will kindly be provided by our PTA. Our visitors are also welcome to join us in the classroom for a tea or
coffee while the pupils eat their lunch.

Upcoming dates:

70 Mass- Tuesday 2" December 11:15am

CAFOD

On Tuesday 4" November, we welcome Mr McGhee from CAFOD into school to lead an assembly for our
pupils. The presentation focused on Ethiopia and the urgent need for access to clean water as well as the
inspiring work CAFOD is doing. To support CAFOD’s work, we have placed collection boxes on the prayer
spaces in our classrooms. Pupils are invited to contribute if they wish. Thank you, as always, for your continued
support with our charity and fundraising efforts.




Children in Need

Our Year 5 pupils organised a non-uniform day to raise
funds for Children in Need today. Thank to everyone who
donated- we managed to raise £120 for this fantastic
cause! Year 5 will be leading our whole school
Celebration of the Word on Monday morning focusing on
the work of Children in Need and why, as a Catholic
school, we are committed to caring for the most
vulnerable.

Remembrance Day Service

On Tuesday 11" November, we gathered together as a whole
school for a special Celebration of the Word for Remembrance
Day. Special thanks go to our Spiritual Council, as well as pupilsin
the Cadets, Cubs, Scouts, and Brownies, who planned and led the
poignant service.

Mike Seddon

It is with deep sadness that we share the news of the sudden passing of a former member of St Joseph'’s staff,
Mr Mike Seddon.

Mike was a dedicated teacher of Science and Maths at St Joseph’s from 2016 to 2022. He was not only a valued
colleague but also a true friend to many, and his kindness and commitment touched the lives of both staff and

pupils during his time at St Joseph’s.

Our thoughts and prayers are with his wife, Kate—herself a former Deputy Head at St Joseph’s—and their
family during this difficult time.

May Mike rest in eternal peace.

Warkworth Castle:

We took all of the Y7 pupils to Warkworth Castle at the end of last half term as part of the Norman Conquest
topic over two separate days. We were extremely lucky with the weather on the Tuesday — not so much on the
Thursday... Despite our soggy feet, the behaviour of the pupils was excellent on both days, and the trip really
brought to life a motte and bailey castle to support the pupils in their understanding of how the Normans




exerted their dominance on the Anglo-Saxon people of Britain. We will follow this up with another lesson on
motte and bailey castles in the coming weeks where their learning will be tested!

70 Christmas Project:

The children in 70 will be collecting donations of food to create Christmas hampers to distribute to the elderly
within our Parish community. Can we ask for any donations to be brought to 70’s pastoral class during
morning registrations. We greatly appreciate your support with this.

Art:

Pupils in Years 5,6 and 7 have worked collaboratively to make a beautiful and
poighant display in the hall, marking Remembrance Day. Here are some of the
photos of their poppies.




Pupils were also invited to enter their own work into a competition. This is some of the stunning work they
made. Well done to everyone who took time to mark the 80th anniversary by making their own symbolic
picture.

Here are the winners, who collected 50 points for 1% prize, 40 points for 2" prize and 30 points for 3" prize.

Year 5: | o o P
1st - Billie Kim | 7%
2nd - Ruby
3rd -Reni

Year 6:
1st-Eva
2nd - Nils
3rd -Lewis

Year 7:

1st —Mahathi
2nd -Tristan
3rd -Alexander

Year 8:
1st - Bree

Food:

Year 5 have continued to learn about where our food comes from. This has included taking broccoli apart from
crown to floret to flower and sampling popcorn after learning about maize.

Year 6 have begun to learn simple knife skills, cutting up fruit to make a smoothie, preparing cucumbers to dip
into a raita and dicing peppers. Some great techniques shown.

KS3 have had assessments showcasing their ability to work independently when making pizza toast,
rumbledethump, savoury rice and macaroni cheese.

Thank you to those pupils who rose to the cooking challenge. I've enjoyed reviewing their creations, giving lots
of house points and wishing | could sample some in person. Some great bakers in the making. Well done.

Textiles:
Some examples of completed owls.
The next project will have a seasonal theme...




Sports leaders: Our sports leaders have been busy organising and running lunch time clubs which have been
extremely well attended this year. The leaders also spent some time with Helen Robson, from School Games,
developing their leadership skills relating to dodgeball games and activities.

Football: Our KS3 boys played three games before half term with our most noticeable result beinga 4v 3
victory against Hexham Middle School. Our goal scorers so far are; Jason C 2, Tommy S 2 and Teddy S 1.
Our KS3 girls football team remained unbeaten with a 2 v 2 draw against Hexham Middle Schooland a 1v 1
draw against Corbridge Middle School. So far Ava L has scored all three goals.

District Football: Congratulations to the following pupils for being selected to represent their District at
football this season.

Year 8 girls - Olivia R, goalkeeper.
Peyton D, right winger.
Y7 boys — Bodhi M, goalkeeper.

House Cross Country.

This week our pupils have all taken part in the House Cross Country. Below are some photos of our winners
from each of the year groups.

Y5 winners Frankie F and Jessica M
Y6 Unfortunately, the Y6 event scheduled for Thursday was cancelled due to the weather.
Y7 winners Teddy S and Poppy P

Y8 winners Thomas A and Ava L




Extra-Curricular Clubs:

Please click on the link below to see the extra-curricular activities on offer this term. Pupils do not need to

book; they can just turn up to the club.

Extra-Curricular Clubs

ARBOR:

The majority of our communication with parents and carers is done through our MIS Arbor. If you have not yet
logged on to Arbor we strongly recommend that you do so as soon as possible so that you do not miss any
important information that is sent home. If you have any problems using Arbor, please contact the school
office on 01434 605124 or email parentcontact@sjms.bwcet.com

School Library
Many thanks to all who have donated books and plants to our school library, this has helped us to make it a

bright and welcoming space for all of our pupils. The money raised at the Scholastic Book Fair has also enabled
us to purchase some lovely new books for the library.

Flu Immunisations:

You should have received a form via Arbor, to give consent for your child to receive their nasal flu vaccination. If
you have not yet completed the form, please click on the link below.

The school code is NB122369

Immunisation Portal

PTA

Helpers needed for the school disco which will be held on Friday 12" December 2025, 7 - 8.30pm. Please call
the school office if you are able to help out on the night.



https://stjosephshexham.bwcet.com/parents/wrap-around-care/
mailto:parentcontact@sjms.bwcet.com
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.northumbriaimmunisations.co.uk%2FForms%2FFlu&data=05%7C02%7Cinfo%40sjms.bwcet.com%7C4aca57f92a694179caa508ddb3322ea8%7Cdc2301ac9dcf41af92b86eead97a5fa4%7C0%7C0%7C638863751910356391%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RfRNzNfpkLNHUykxS%2FRkSuPlkm3B55BxGNKV88%2BxNc0%3D&reserved=0

Upcoming Events at a Glance:

Date

Activity

Monday 17" November

Y6 Parents’ Evening 3.45-6.30pm.

Tuesday 2" December

70 Class Mass 11.15am -in school.

Friday 5" December 2025

Christmas Fair 1.30 - 3.00pm.

Wednesday 10" December

Christmas Jumper Day.

Christmas Lunch Day.

Thursday 11" December

Trip to Theatre Royal.

Friday 12" December 2025

Disco 7.00 - 8.30pm.

Wednesday 17" December

Winter Concert 6.30pm - school hall.

Friday 19" December

Whole School Carol Service - details to follow

School will close at the earlier time of 1.30pm

for the Christmas holiday - details to follow.

Our Prayer

Fatherin heaven,
may the faith you have given us
in your son, Jesus Christ, our brother,
and the flame of charity enkindled
in our hearts by the Holy Spirit,
reawaken in us the blessed hope
for the coming of your Kingdom.

May your grace transform us
into tireless cultivators of the seeds of the Gospel.
May those seeds transform from within both humanity and the whole cosmos
in the sure expectation
of a new heaven and a new earth,
when, with the powers of Evil vanquished,
your glory will shine eternally.

May the grace of the Jubilee
reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope,
a yearning for the treasures of heaven.




God bless,

ZC . O

Mr N Wood
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May that same grace spread
the joy and peace of our Redeemer
throughout the earth.

To you our God, eternally blessed,
be glory and praise for ever.

Amen.

Official prayer from Pope Francis for the Jubilee year 2025, "Pilgrims of hope"
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